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Preface

by Leo de Haan (project co-ordinator)

More than five years ago, Hein de Haas concluded his first research project analysing the
impact of labour migration on Moroccan oases. In this, he stands in a long geographical
tradition at the University of Amsterdam with respect to research on Morocco, which began
with the late Willem Heinemeijer in the 1950s and was fostered by Paolo De Mas. I was just
lucky to be around at the right moment, for the research theme immediately drew my
attention, not least because of the many challenging similarities and differences I observed in
comparison with my own experience from a number of research projects I managed in West
Africa. It is within this context that this new research project has emerged.

Ideas are easily born within a proper scientific environment, but is takes more than
that to implement them. It took us a lot of effort to convince the offices of the European
Union in Brussels of the usefulness of the IMAROM project, to whom honour is due. The
European Union and its INCO-DC programme deserves merit to have recognised the
innovative character of the project and its policy relevance. Its role as IMAROM major funder
should also be understood as an expression of the priority it confers on cross-Mediterranean
co-operation. I am convinced that in this respect IMAROM has contributed its share. Through
this report it delivers both scientific and policy-relevant conclusions. Moreover, research
collaboration was boosted as a result, and in all four participating countries PhD projects will
soon be included as part of the project.

Besides the EU, as co-ordinating institution the University of Amsterdam should be
praised for scientifically, financially and organisationally hosting the project. It should be
remembered that the University of Amsterdam (AGIDS) also provided part of the funding for
IMAROM, both in its preparatory phase as well as during its actual implementation. Finally,
the University of Nijmegen (CIDIN) allowed me to continue my participation and place the
finishing touches on the final report after my nomination to chair of development studies
there.

Finally, I would like to thank all my colleagues from the IMAROM partner institutes for
constituting one of the most remarkable research teams I have ever known/experienced. With
ups and downs, we have attempted to become a firm research team. All of us should receive
credit for this. Nevertheless, all colleagues will agree that I thank in particular Hein de Haas
for his unremitting energy and motivation in facilitating and stimulating our scientific
endeavour, as well as relieving me of the largest share of the burden as acting co-ordinator.

Prof. dr Leo J. de Haan

Chair of Development Studies

Centre for International development Issues Nijmegen
University of Nijmegen
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