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Introduction

Africa is often portrayed in both contemporary and historicabaats as a continent of
people on the move (de Bruijn et al. 2001, IOM 2005). Great nogiafigure in the myths

of origins for many ethnic groups: for example, the Bantu expawos$iomovement from
central Africa, the ‘Hamitic myth’ of migration from nortb south, and even the
Voortrekkers ‘Great Trek’ in South Africa. While some of thaggrations may be little

more than hypotheses and lack any historical basis, thesra#l an important function in the
(mythic) construction of Africa and its people in the modeaonldv(Bilger and Kraler 2005).
Today, new ‘myths’ about African migration are serving to shagntemporary perceptions
of Africa. For example, such modern myths suggest thatfadlahs crossing the Sahara are
in transit to Europe or that the trafficking of women anddehit is the most common form of

migration within and from Nigeria.

The chronic lack of data about African migration has helpgetpetuate such myths. The
UN Population Division uses census data to estimate the nwhisgernational migrants but

across Africa such census data is often of poor qualitgotislany migration questions. As a



result, 19 of the 56 countries in Africa have either no daasbione census providing any
information on migrant stock from the 1950s (Zlotnik 2003: 3). Moreawest of the border
crossings are over land frontiers that are passed with w@iiifigny formalities. As a result
and there is only limited knowledge about the forms and pattemgycdition across large

parts of Africa.

It is these movementgithin the continent that forms the vast majority of African raigpn
(Sander and Maimbo 2003). Although there is some evidenceitpaition from Africa to
industrialised states is growing, it is important to rettedt only a small fraction of
international migration originating in Africa results in joays to Europe, the Gulf, the US
and beyond. As we will see, the conventional focus on migratibofAfrica conceals the
existence of several migration sub-systems centred on eatdlrmigration poles such as
Libya, Coéte d’lvoire, Ghana, Gabon and South Africa. Such aymaerstanding of the
nature and magnitude of intra-African migrations has skeweepoas of migration from

and towards the continent and allowed the development of teesgsjve migration myths.

The aim of this chapter is to give a more balanced owerefamigrations within and beyond
the African continent. This is a risky and perhaps pretengndsavour, given the huge size
of the continent and the complexity and diversity of migrationsid there. In the space
available, we can only highlight some general migration trandsdo not claim to offer a
complete picture of African migrations. The following sectibriefly summarise the
evolution of migration patterns in different regions of Afri€d.course, these crude divisions
between North, South, East and West are problematic, edp®&dthl reference to migration
that cuts across such borders. Nevertheless, they willtbaerve for the purpose of this
broad overview. We conclude by outlining some of the recurring théma¢ are echoed

across the continent and analyse the main research gaps.

North Africa and the Sahara

The pre-colonial population history of North Africa has beemarttarised by continually
shifting patterns of human settlement. Nomadic or semi-nomiditshumancegroups
travelled large distances with their herds betweemseinand winter pastures. Besides age-
old patterns of circular migration, conquest and conflicts éetwribal groups over natural

resources and the control over trade routes were associgtatiewegular movement and



resettlement of people. Throughout known history, there has beesiwéd population
mobility between both sides of the Sahara through the trare<8a(caravan) trade,
conquest, pilgrimage, and religious education. The Sahalfastaehuge transition zone, and
the diverse ethnic composition of Saharan oases testifies tong history of population

mobility.

In all north-African countries, colonial intrusion occurringodshe mid 18' century has
triggered processes of urbanisation, settlemerblyns(colonialists) and substantial rural-
to-urban migration. However, colonialism was only associatedsuibistantial international
movement in the ‘French’ Maghreb. From the second half of #ieentury, Tunisian and
Moroccan workers moved to ‘French’ Algeria to work. During fimst and Second World
Wars, a lack of labour power in France led to the reoent of Maghrebi factory and mine
workers as well as soldiers. After Morocco and Tunisiainedadependent in 1956 this
‘colonial’ migration to France largely persisted (De H2@87). After independence in 1962,
over one millioncolonsandharkis (Algerians who served with the French army in the war of

independence) left Algeria.

This post-colonial migration to France was modest comparedhéth963-1972 migration
boom. Rapid post-war economic growth in northwest Europe and inmgeasskilled labour
shortages and labour recruitment by France, Germany, Belgiditiha Netherlands
triggered large-scale emigration of “guest workers” from Moeoand Tunisia. While
Tunisia and Morocco pursued pro-emigration policies, and Algestance towards
emigration to France was more ambivalent, the Egyptiae atdively discouraged labour
emigration in the 1960s (Choucri 1977, Sell 1988).

The shock of the 1973 Qil Crisis and the ensuing economic reces3destern Europe
would dramatically reshape the North African migration landsdapeMaghrebi-European
migration, it heralded the end of the ‘recruitment phase’ badnset of increasingly
restrictive immigration policies pursued by European st&®sthe Arab oil countries the
events of 1973 marked tlheginningof massive labour recruitment. Coinciding with the
implementation of Sadatisfitah (‘open door’) policies, this facilitated large-scale migma
of unskilled and skilled labourers from Egypt. Smaller but sukiatantmbers of migrants
came from Sudan, the Maghreb countries and the Horn of Afrieaoir crisis also created
the condition for the emergence of a new migration pitlein North Africa. Rapidly

increasing oil revenues and economic growth in oil-rich Libigmyéred substantial



movement of mostly temporary migrants, mainly from Egyptated from Sudan and other

Maghreb countries (Hamood 2006).

Economic downturn and mass unemployment in Europe provided the miage iofi the
boom of the Arab oil economies. Nevertheless, large numbdaghrebi migrants ended up
staying permanently, while subsequent family and irregularatiggr explain the continuous
increase of Maghrebi emigrant populations throughout the 1980s and 1990sg@&mif85,
Fargues 2004). Furthermore. after 1990 there has been a steikiumgption of labour
migration of Maghrebis but now also Egyptians to southern EuRgréicularly in Italy and
Spain, economic growth has generated increasing demand for flardblew-skilled labour
(Fargues 2004: 1357). An increasing proportion of such independent ralgyants Europe
are women (cf. Salih 2001). As in Algeria, the outbreakefdivil war in 1991 led to an
increase of refugee and economic migration to an incregsingirse array of European
countries (Collyer 2003). Although many immigrants are irregutartheern European
governments have been compelled to grant legal statugjeoriambers of migrants on
several occasions since the late 1980s. Another developmergdrathb increasing
migration of higher educated Maghrebis to Canada (Québechattx ( Fargue@005).

Meanwhile, in the Gulf, economic stagnation due to falling oilgsriitom 1983 and
increasing reliance on Asian immigrant labour caused landén demand for Arab workers
(Zohry and Harrell-Bond 2003: 27-31). The 1991 Gulf War led to massipulsions
(Baldwin-Edwards 2005: 28). Nevertheless, African migratiathéoGulf has often been
more persistent and permanent thantémeporarymigration policies intended. In fact, after
the Gulf war, migration rates quickly resumed to pre-Weels (Zohry and Harrell-Bond
2003: 30, 35). Semi-legal migrants enter through intricate sgsténisa-trading (IOM
2005: 60), and undocumented labour migrants enter the Gulf through rttaéivaylj, the

Muslim pilgrimage to Mecca.

Although the advent of colonialism had caused a decline in traditrams-Saharan

mobility, soon after independence, the foundations were laicbfttemporary trans-Saharan
migration. In the 1970s and 1980s, forced and voluntary settlement afls@and wars in
the Sahel zone provoked two types of Saharan mobility. Fiostnér) nomads and traders,
such as the Touareg, started migrating to work at construgitemand the oil fields of
southern Algeria and Libya. Second, with recurrent warfatiee entire Sahel zone,

thousands of refugees settled in towns and cities in LibyariAlgdauritania, and Egypt.



Libya’s pan-African policies of the 1990s would cause a magrease in trans-Saharan
migration. Disappointed by the perceived lack of support from feloat countries during
the air and arms embargo imposed on Libya by the UN Se&wiincil between 1992 and
2000, Colonel Al-Qadhafi positioned himself as an African leadd started to encourage
sub-Saharan Africans to work in Libya in the spirit of panigain solidarity (Hamood 2006).
In the early 1990s, most migrants came from Libya’s neighboursnSGtiad and Niger,
which subsequently developed into transit countries for migrantsdnsmach wider array of
sub-Saharan countries (Bredeloup and Pliez 2005:6). In the same pilieace, civil wars
and economic decline affecting in several parts of West#{Sierra Leone, Liberia, Cote
d'lvoire and Nigeria), Central Africa (Democratic RepublicCongo), East Africa (Sudan)
and the Horn of Africa (Somalia, Eritrea) also contributeshcreasing trans-Saharan

migration (De Haas 2006a).

Since 1995, this mixed group of asylum seekers and labour migrantgradveally joined
Maghrebis who illegally cross the Strait of Gibraltar toiSa from Tunisia to Italy (Barros
et al. 2002, Boubakri 2004: 3). This has been further inciteddrgasing xenophobia and
expulsions in Libya after violent anti-immigrant riots occurie@000 (Hamood 2006).
Increased border controls have led to a general divergificat attempted crossing points
(Boubakri 2004: 5, De Haas 2006a) from the eastern Moroccantooasgieria, from
Tunisia’s coast to Libya, and from the Western Sahara antirewently Mauritania and
other West-African countries to the Canary Islands. A subiatgmoportion of migrants
consider North Africa (in particular Libya) as their pairp destination, whereas others
failing or not venturing to enter Europe prefer to stay in noffiicA as a “second best
option” rather than return to their more unstable and subdbam@orer origin countries
(Barros et al. 2002, Bredeloup and Pliez 2005).

Approximately 4.7 and 2.4 million north-African migrants and tkleiscendants were
believed to live in Europe and Arab countries, respectivebyral 2004 (Fargues 2005).
Morocco has the largest officially registered emigrant patmn of all countries involved
with 3.1 million expatriates including second generation descesidattbowed by Egypt (2.7
million), Algeria (1.4 million) and Tunisia (840,000). AccordirmMarious estimates, at least
100,000 sub-Saharan migrants now live in both Mauritania and Aldeto 1.5 million in

Libya, and anywhere between 2.2 and 4 million mainly Sudandsgypt. Tunisia and



Morocco house smaller but growing sub-Saharan immigrant comnsuoitseveral tens of
thousands (De Haas 2006a).

East Africa and the Horn of Africa

The migration patterns of this region have been dominateddulan movement of various
forms for many generations, especially among the large numbpastoralists. Moving with
their livestock to grazing land and forage has involved begis@nal migration within stable
patterns, and population drift as the orbit of people’s migrasbiits with the changing
ecological, political and economic environment. Such free rangingment across the
region has come under steady pressure for over a century agpthstion of colonial rule,
the creation of borders, sedentary development initiativesiateht conflict have all

contributed to constrain the range of pastoralism.

Like the rest of the continent, migration patterns acrossAdea and the Horn were
profoundly altered by the arrival of European colonialists and a@ftempts to marshal the
labour of Africans to serve their interests. The arrifaturopean settlers forced Africans off
their land, especially in the Kenya highlands, which werddbes of European settlement in
the region. Colonial policies coerced people to engage in theecasbmy by undertaking
wage labour on settler farms and estates; working on coffeeoand plantations in Uganda
and providing labour for the mines of the Belgian Congo. Althoughebigesented a major
expansion of labour migration, the practice was already estadlisor example, areas
which had been supplying porters for the caravans crossinggibe terough the nineteenth
century, provided the majority of the labourers in the Germamtgtions of East Africa

(lliffe 1995: 207). There has also been a high level of mardtom rural areas to the
emerging urban centres, such as Nairobi and Dar es Sdlaathe extent of urbanisation in

this region has remained lower than other parts of then=oniti

During the colonial period, the British allowed labour migsantmove freely between
Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania and this was continued with indeyendéh the
establishment of the East African Community (EAC). Theefftom of movement ended in
1977 when the EAC collapsed (IOM 2000). The EAC was revived in @B treaty
which committed member states to facilitate the freedbmovement for their citizens



within the community. The creation of the East African Passpas one of its first concrete
steps.

The region has the dubious distinction of both generating and hosgéndjfoyper cent of
the refugees on the continent. In the last forty years, #iecend of colonialism large
swathes of East Africa and the Horn has been scarred bytamhgervasive conflicts; only
Kenya and Tanzania have been spared war or civil corigca result, there have been
massive movements of refugees exchanged between the counthiesegion — for
example, Ethiopians in Sudan, Sudanese in Ethiopia — and beyordakgpe Egypt and
DR Congo. Many refugees in the region have been pushed babtir#macross borders in
‘search of cool ground’ as violence has waxed and waneen(atd Turton 1996) or forced

to flee to a third country as their country of first asyluas been overtaken by conflict.

Until 1996, the policy of East African state towards refugeas generally accommodating,
despite the ongoing complaints about the lack of resources afailtine of ‘burden sharing’
with industrialised states (Stein 1987). The expulsion of Rwandagees by Tanzania in
1996 signalled the end of the international community’s eamnod on notions of ‘African
hospitality’ as a rationale for African states to accefiigees. Since then climate for
refugees has worsened; states are becoming more reluatgant@asylum and more
enthusiastic to hasten repatriation (Betts and Milner 2006 Csequently, there has been

a very significant decrease in the number of refugedwinggion (see table 1).



Tab. 1: Refugees in East Africa and the Horn 1995-2005

1995 2000 2005
Burundi 142,700 27,136 20,681
Djibouti 25,700 23,243 10,456
Eritrea 1,100 1,984 4,418
Ethiopia 393,500 197,959 100,817
Kenya 239,500 206,106 251,271
Rwanda 7,800 28,398 45,206
Somalia 600 558 493
Sudan 558,200 414,928 147,256
Tanzania 829,700 680,862 548,824
Uganda 229,300 236,622 257,256
Total 2,428,100 1,817,796 1,386,678

Source: UNHCR (http://www.unhcr.org/statistics.html).

However, there has been no commensurate decline in violenictanil more people than
ever are being forced from their homes. Today, the vasirityeof these forced migrants are
unable to cross international borders. At the end of 2005, weneeestimated to be over 5
million ‘internally displaced persons’ in Sudan alone, witlhughfer 1.7 million in Uganda
(USCRI 2006).

Perhaps not surprisingly, the overwhelming focus of migraticearebh and policy in East
Africa and the Horn has been on forced migration. Littleiswvn about the scale of other
forms of international migration in the region but the availaiskmates suggest that they
represent the majority of cross-border movements. AccorditigetdN Population Division,
the number of international migrants living in the region hedined from a peak of nearly 5
million in 1990 to 3.4 million by 2005 (UN 2006). Much of this deelis related to the
reduction in the number of refugees. Given the porous natuine dibtrders, the lack of
controls, the very limited census data and problems of attessflict zones, these

estimates almost certainly understate the movement of pdéogleuntries such as Somalia



and Sudan that are caught up in conflict where migrants e giantegrima facié
refugee status, attempting to distinguish ‘forced’ from ‘voluitarigration is unlikely to be
possible or useful. It is likely that much of the seasonal almaur migration in the region is

now caught up in the broad category of forced migration.

There are significant levels of migration out of the regimast notably to the Gulf, South
Africa, Europe and the United States. The effect of thenbdrain’ has been a major concern
in the region for many years. Uganda experienced a mdeswef its educated and skilled
people during the 1970s during the rule of Amin, in particular wihettpulsion of Ugandan
Asians. This benefited both countries that received them imgjudganda’s neighbours,
Kenya and Tanzania (Black et al. 2004), and Britain. Ethibaglost large numbers of
graduates who have not returned after study abroad. In 2003 Ethiogienthe second
largest group of immigrants to the US and they have bedm itop four countries since at
least 1990. Refugees from Sudan, Somalia and Ethiopia are anredaggist groups
accepted for resettlement in the US (a combined totaDODan 2003) (US DHS 2004).
There are also irregular movements of migrants to Europe East Africa and the Horn to
Europe, especially Somalis, Eritreans and Sudanese. The ¢éwaigration from the region
to South Africa and labour migration from the Horn to the @udfthought to be significant

but there are few reliable data available on these mover(ilaick et al. 2004).

West Africa

Contemporary West Africa has recently often been destabehe most “mobile” part of
Africa. According to census data, West Africa houseddigest international migrant
population, amounting to 6.8 million in 2000, or 2.7 percent of its patpllation (Zlotnik
2004). However, this figure fails to capture migration to otlaetspof Africa, Europe, North
America and the Gulf, which is also higher than elsewlweth,the exception of North
Africa.

As in other parts of Africa, there is evidence of a conaldlerdegree of pre-colonial

mobility, which is for instance testified by the dispersiéfrulani speaking people through

! |.e. a person is granted refugee status by vistirving come from a country rather than by gahmgpugh an
individual refugee status determination procedttgn@iman and Nylund 1998).



large parts of the Sahel zone, the seasonal wanderingssifuraant herders (cf. Arthur
1991). Furthermore, trans-Saharan trade, religious educationemaidjito Mecca was
associated with major mobility and sometimes settlemeWaeast Africans all across West,
North and East Africa.

Colonisation would affect most of these patterns. When tsieHfirropeans arrived in the™15
century, they disrupted traditional patterns of (trans-Sahdrade and seasonal movement
while the growing slave trade led to the transportatiomai@proximate 12 million Africans
across the Atlantic (Anarfi and Kwankye 2003, Bump 2006). Sincetbd $" century,
colonisation and the establishment of cocoa, coffee and groundnutioliast infrastructure
works and the growth of cities such as Accra, Lagos, Kaadally Abidjan, Lomé, Dakar
and Cotonou triggered major rural-rural and rural-urban migrafighir 1991). Other
factors that are believed to have stimulated such migratsve infrastructure improvements,
the introduction of colonial taxes (Arthur 1991), organised labouuitezent (Bump 2006),

and the expropriation of agricultural land for plantations (Amin 1974)

Intra-regional mobility in West Africa is generally chaterised by a predominantly North-
South, inland-coast movement from Sahel West Africa (Mali, Barkiaso, Niger and Chad)
to the plantations, mines and cities of coastal West Afpicedominantly Céte d’lvoire,
Liberia, Ghana, Nigeria, and in the West to SenegalldwedGambia) (Findley 2004, Arthur
1991, Kress 2006). Most intra-regional migration is seasonal afaiyeeflecting pre-
colonial patterns, although many migrants have eventually seitfied.independence in the
late 1950s and 1960s, the relatively prosperous economies of Ghabéatarddlvoire
attracted large numbers of internal and international migffaom countries such as Togo
and Nigeria (mainly to Ghana), Burkina Faso and Guinea (yn&irCote d’'lvoire) and Niger
and Mali (to both). In a strong anti-colonial spirit of pan-Adncsm, the governments of
Ghana and particularly Cote d’lvoire welcomed immigrantsddvand stay (cf. Anarfi and
Kwankye 2003).

Increasing repression in Ghana following the 1966 coup, a dectaimrgomy and rising
unemployment marked the country’s transition to an emigration codriteyimmigrant
community in Ghana became a scapegoat for the deterioratiatj®itand in 1969 the
Ghanaian government enacted the Aliens Compliance Ordemdetada mass expulsion of
an estimated 155,000 to 213,000 migrants, predominantly from Nigenking informally

in the cocoa industry. Ghanaians also started emigratiagge numbers. An estimated two
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million Ghanaian workers left Ghana between 1974 and 1981 pitwiary destinations
being Nigeria and Cote d'lvoire. Also skilled Ghanaians siscteachers, doctors and
administrators moved to Nigeria, Uganda, Botswana, and Zadbiaf the mid 1980s,
Ghanaians have increasingly migrated to a range of deégtinan Europe and North
America (Anarfi and Kwankye 2003, Bump 2006).

While migration to Céte d’lvoire continued, Nigeria took o@rana’s place as West
Africa’s second migration pole after the 1973 Oil Crisisnifir to Libya and the Gulf
countries, the surge in oil prices made oil-rich Nigeria antnajor African migration
destination. However, misguided economic policies and a majbneét oil production and
prices heralded a long period of economic downturn accompanied bhinesdspolitical
repression. In 1983 and 1985, Nigeria followed the Ghanaiang&aand expelled an
estimated two million low skilled west-African migraniscluding over one million
Ghanaians (Bump 2005, Arthur 1991: 74). As Ghana had before, Nigersformed itself
from a net immigration to a net emigration country (Blac&leR004: 11), although many

immigrants (in particular Beninois and Ghanaians) have rewhaine

Meanwhile, the formation of the Economic Community of WesicAh States (ECOWAS)
in 1975 expanded migration opportunities for West Africans. The freedomobility is

enshrined in the ECOWAS protocol of 29 May 1979 on the Free Mawemh®ersons, the
Right of Residence and Establishment. However, the impletimntd the protocol leaves
much to be desired (cf. Adepoju 1991), as is testified byepastisions and by police and

border officials taking bribes as forms of unofficial toll (Eaas 2006b).

The general worsening of the political and economic situatidkest Africa over the 1980s
set the stage for a change in the West African mardsindscape. This trend was reinforced
by civil wars in Sierra Leone (1991-2001), Liberia (1989-1996 and 1999-280B)ea
(1999-2000) and Cote d’lvoire since 2002, leading to the loss ofaiguarter-million lives
and at least 1.1 million people living as refugees or inligrdesplaced persons (Drumtra
2003). After 1993, political turmoil, economic decline and risiatiamalism in Cote

d’lvoire, West-Africa’s only remaining labour migration polethvan approximate quarter of
its population consisting of immigrants, prompted hundreds of thousanugraints,
predominantly Burkinabé but also Malians, to flee the countiac{Bet al.2004, Drumtra
2003, Findley 2004, Kress 2006).

11



Although many settled migrants would stay (cf. Adepoju 2000) aret ourned, the civil
wars and particularly the crisis in Cote d’lvoire fundaraéiytaffected West African
migration patterns. Confronted with the lack of alternatingration destinations in the
region, skilled and low skilled West-Africans expanded thedggaphical view culminating
into a diversification of destinations (Bump 2006, Adepoju 1990% @bincided with the
emergence of two new migration poles at the northern and sousttezmes of the continent
over the 1990s, that is, ‘pan-African’ Libya and post-apartBeith Africa (Adepoju 2004,
Bredeloup and Pliez 2005). Also Gabon and Botswana have emengew destinations
(Adepoju 2000). Due to increasing trans-Saharan migration t@Ldiper Maghreb
countries and the EU, Mauritania, Mali, Nigeria, Niger &ihd have developed into transit
countries (De Haas 2006a).

Until 1980, only limited numbers of West-African students anckens migrated to
industrialised countries, mainly following the French-English colatiade. In comparison
to North Africa, extra-continental migration remained vemyited. Only workers from Cape
Verde (to Portugal and the Netherlands) and parts of theg&8lemeer basin in northern
Senegal and western Mali (to France) joined the northbounge-xale movement of north-
African labour migrants of the 1960s and 1970s (Carling 2001, Find@4)20

Since the late 1980s, however, there has been a remarkabkesmand diversification of
migration to Europe and North America, principally from NigefGhana and Senegal. This
has comprised both highly skilled migration, for instance ollheerkers to the UK, the US
and the Gulf, and relatively low skilled, often irregulargration, in particular to the
informal economies of (mainly southern) Europe. Irregular emigitanid to work in
informal services, construction and agriculture, while morenaoi emigrants are self-
employed entrepreneurs (Adepoju 2000). Increasing immigratstricteons in Europe have
not led to a decrease in emigration but rather its incrdgsmegular character and growing
costs. This has made migrants more vulnerable to exploitattrafficking. In particular
trafficking of young women who work in prostitution in Europe isibject of major policy
concern (Carling 2006).

According to official figures, 351,000 West Africans are livinghe US, 41,000 in Canada,
288,000 in France, 176,000 in the UK, 82,000 in Italy, and 68,000 ingabOECD 2006).
In the US, the dominant origin countries of West-AfricansdNigeria (135,000), Ghana
(66,000) and Liberia (39,000) (Dixon 2006). In the EU, Nigeria, Ghaeaegal, Cape Verde
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and Cote d’lvoire provide the largest numbers of migrants fremegion. In recent years,
migration to Italy, Portugal and the US has particularlygased (Black et al. 2004).

Southern Africa

For many of the peoples of southern Africa, the story of tirains is one of migrations: in
response to conquest; in search of new land; or to resolve ptwggles. For example,
many of the peoples of Zambia and eastern Angola see tlgirsan the upper Kasai, DR
Congo, and recount the journeys which brought their ancestors int@nésv(von Oppen
1995, White 1960). Moreover, individuals, households and whole villageswedtto move

within rural areas, causing dismay to colonial offici&srguson 1999: 39). In such contexts,

‘migration - rather than being a disruption to normal houselifeléhd
composition - constitutes the very form of households. Movemeniopige
between households (residential units) is the norm rather thamaaption.
(de Haan 2000: 20-21)

As European influence spread in from the coasts, it stitediinew forms of mobility. The
Portuguese first came to Angola in thé"X&ntury but it was only in the #8century that
they started to move inland in search of slaves (Miller L%B&me chiefs cooperated with
the trade and moved to the east in search of captiveing others to flee. In the 19
century, with the end of the Atlantic slave trade, thecketarned to rubber, ivory and later

beeswax, which encouraged more Africans to moved deepeh@forests of the interior.

With the arrival of European settlers and the establishofehe mines of South Africa and
the Zambian Copperbelt, especially after the discoverplofig the Witwatersrand, more
sophisticated systems to control African labour were deviséglly migrants came
independently but were subject to under increasing regulatiem attempt to prevent them
settling permanently and maintain the circular flow of pedpkile the migrant labour
system stretched over the region to serve the minefaeand of Zimbabwe, Namibia,
Zambia, Swaziland and Botswana, its core has alwaysib&outh Africa. By 1920 there
were 100,000 foreign contract labourers working in South Africangriioen all over the
region. At its peak in 1970, this had risen to 265,000 andheéelcto 192,000 in 1990 (Crush
2005).
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The formal system of labour migration for the mines was sumpghted by a parallel system
of irregular migration that provided labour for other sectorduding farms and plantations,
domestic services, transport and construction. In 1951, SotitaAftensus data recorded
over 600,000 foreign born Africans in South Africa. This declinealdsgwith the
increasing grip of apartheid, but even in 1985 there were3a®@&000 (Crush 2005). The
contract labour system was heavily biased towards men anddtremant of women was
mostly restricted to irregular channels. As a resaltetkient of women’s migration has

remained largely unrecorded.

Despite the attempts to avoid permanent settlement around the thiméndustrial
development stimulated the growth of urban areas, driven by bothahtaral-urban
migration and international migration. With the growth of @mperbelt, Zambia became
one of the most urbanised countries in Africa with forty per cktiteopopulation living in
urban areas (according to the 1990 census). With the end dieidaBouth Africa has
experienced a rapid rise in internal migration as people vére previously forced to stay in

rural areas have been free to move to the cities (Crush18)05:

Many commentators have described the southern African noigrsystem (both formal and
informal) as a means to exploit the African labour to sergérterests of capitalism,
especially as developed under apartheid (Burawoy 1976, Meillad983, Wolpe 1972).
While there is little doubt that this is the case, the arsbften leads to the portrayal of the
African migrants as passive pawns of wider forces andytstem as destroying a largely
sedentary ‘traditional’ life. However, where these coersiy&ems have broken down or
never even existed, migration from rural areas to thescitbntinues unabated (Peil and Sada
1984). The single explanatory factor in determining migrationlotje of capitalism, does
not cast much light on the reasons for some people staying atdmairothers going; nor do
they explain the different responses to migration pressurefenedit villages. The
assumption of coercion does not account for the widespread paicticgration before
colonialization nor the willing co-operation of black Africangproviding labour for
capitalist enterprises (Peil and Sada 1984, Wright 1995).

In the second half of the ®@entury, the region was embroiled in some of the most
entrenched conflicts on the continent. The liberation wars iraMbiue, Angola,
Zimbabwe and Namibia and the struggle against the aparthygderén South Africa

displaced thousands of people within the region. The front litesstd Zambia Malawi, and
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Zimbabwe (after independence in 1980) hosted the majority ofaesu@y the late 1980s,
the one million Mozambican refugees in Malawi representadyiene in ten of the
population (Russell et al. 1990). With the repatriation of Mozaarbrefugees, Zambia
became the leading country of asylum in the region, with ove0Q0®ngolan refugees and
60,000 Congolese in 2001. Since the end of the war in 2002, many Anghigees have
repatriated from Zambia. However, there are estimatee twver a one million people
internally displaced within Angola and movement within the coustheavily constrained
by the lack of infrastructure and the prevalence of landsiim the last five years, the

collapse of Zimbabwe has generated new internal displacemémefugees in the region.

Since 1990, the context for migration in southern Africa has traesformed. The end of the
wars in Namibia, Mozambique and eventually Angola, and the efepartheid in South
Africa have heralded a new set of migration motivationsapmbrtunities in the region.
Refugees and exiles have been returning to their countries@mhnds of others have
seized the chance to move. The attitudes to migration athergpuntries of the region have
become increasingly negative with more controls on immigrati@hrestrictions on
migrants’ rights. Rather than reducing migration, the rdmdtbeen to drive it underground
and there has been a significant growth in the numbers of undo®dmaigrants. In
particular, South Africa has become a focus for migration footh within the region and the
rest of Africa. Estimates of the numbers of migrantSaonth Africa vary wildly ranging
down from the wildly exaggerated figure of eight to ten milliethe more plausible total of
half to one million (Crush 2005: 12, Kihato and Landau 2006, Landau 2004).

Emigration from the region has also become a topic of inagasncern, especially with the
departure of large numbers of people with high levels of ¢iducand skills. Since
independence, the poorer countries of the region such as Malawaarua have struggled
to retain professional staff in public services, most notabtize face of recruitment drives to
attract nurses and doctors into the UK health service. 8iecend of apartheid and South
Africa’s re-engagement with the rest of the world, thealed ‘brain drain’ has grown as
more skilled South Africans have emigrated to industrialstatks. At the same time, South

Africa has also generated a regional brain drain as iatta@sted skilled migrants from its

2 Figures according to UNHCR (http://www.unhcr.org).
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neighbouring countries. Despite the level of concern, there ardimited data available to

assess the scale of the brain drain in the region (seb 2005, McDonald and Crush 2002).

There have been various attempts to harmonise migrationgsodicross the region but these
have been unsuccessful to date. The Southern African Devetd@ommunity attempted to
introduce a protocol on the freedom of movement but this was oppastdigorously by
South Africa, Botswana and Namibia. A weaker protocol oridtiéitation of movement has
now been adopted in 2005 but has yet to be signed by sufficiembeng states to come into
effect (Williams and Carr 2006).

Conclusion

This brief overview illustrates the diversity of migratipatterns across the African
continent. However, there are certain recurrent themeaitba&choed across the different

regions reflecting their linkages and shared experiences.

First, in all regions, it is clear that colonialism has hgmofound impact on migration
Africa. The direct intervention of European powers to contraicAfr labour through slavery,
expropriation of land and contract labour systems both forced aodm@aged new
movements. The establishment of new industrial centres and udznset in train the rural-
urban migration, which became a major pre-occupation for colantindependent African
governments. President Nyere’s policy of villagisatiom@amzania in the late 1960s set a
pattern of development interventions in rural areas all athessontinent to reduce the
levels of out-migration to the urban areas that continugsgalay. For example, in 2003 the
African Development Bank gave loans and grants to the vald@6omillion to Ethiopia to
support rural infrastructure and financial services to ‘®&aakigration’ to urban areas from
rural communities (Black et al. 2004, IRIN 2003). Despite stichts, the levels of

urbanisation have increased across Africa.

The other critical legacy of colonial powers on African miigrawas the imposition of
borders, which laid the foundations for the modern nation statee Yhiborders
represented an attempt by colonial authorities to controhtheement of people and extract
their labour or taxes, at the same time they defined thateft¢heir authority. For those

near the borders, rather than fleeing long distances to esoatien, forced labour or other
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such impositions, it was merely necessary for them ts@dise. By judicious crossing of
frontiers, it was (and to a certain extent still is)gole to get the best, or at least avoid the
worst, of both worlds (Nugent 1996). Hence, while the borders didat@atme migration,
they created new forms of migration by reshaping ‘political@whomic opportunity
structures’ (Tornimbeni 2005). This is seen most clearly ircéise of refugees, who can only

gain international recognition and protection if they leave ttaintry of origin.

The arbitrary nature of the borders means that distinction batiméernational and internal
migration is somewhat muddied in the African setting. Imynzases, a move to a
neighbouring country may involve less social and political uphdawv#he migrant than a
move to the capital (Adepoju 1995). The weak control of the gtanany countries,
especially on their remote borders, may also mean thregehia jurisdiction does not

influence migrant behaviour as it might in other contexts.

Second, there are many threads of continuity linking pre-colaalknial and post-colonial
migration patterns. While colonisation, war and major pol#tezinomic shocks such as the
1973 Qil Crisis clearly created major shifts in migratiortgras, they were overlaid on
existing migration practices and patterns rather workingtabwla rasa As the context
changes, the old patterns can show through more strongly agaexafople, an increasing
number of contemporary migrants from sub-Saharan Africa are asagignt Saharan
caravan trading and migration routes on their journey to Ndribad Indeed in the case of
the southern African labour migration system, its succegsriled on the widespread
practice of migration prior to colonisation that encouraged thement of Africans. It is
particularly important to recognise thentinuitybetween current migration paths and those
of the past, because this is the only way to identifysapédiscontinuityand their structural

causes.

Across the continent, the ‘brain drain’ is a recurrent conasrong African governments. It
is true that African migrants to Europe and the US hamdidhest levels of education
among all migrants, although the US attracts more highlyeskitiigrants than Europe
(Katseli et al. 2006, Schmidley 2001). Emigration of skillextkers is said to have created
labour shortages in specific sectors, such as among heativadeers in Ghana and South
Africa. On the other hand, the prevalence of mass unemploymemigahighly educated in

Africa casts some doubt on the assumption that emigration would @italty represent a
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loss. In fact, there is very limited data availablageess the true scale and effects of the

brain drain.

In contrast to popular belief, there has not been a recejdr'marease’ in intra-African
migrations. West Africa is the only part of Africa whergration populations relative to the
total population have been increasing over the past decadés ptbtar parts of Africa have
shown a relative and sometimes eadsolutedecline (Zlotnik 2004). Only North Africa has
relatively high levels of extra-continental migration. BEwe West Africa, where migration to
the industrialised countries is higher than elsewhere soutle &ahara, regional migration
still is at least seven times higher than migration fiest Africa to the rest of the world
(OECD 2006).

Recent changes in African migration patterns have bdeciedl by the rise (e.g., South
Africa, Libya, Gabon, Botswana) and fall (e.g., Ghana, Nag€dte d’'Ivoire) of migration
poles on the continent, as well as civil wars affectengesal parts of West Africa, Sudan, the
Horn of Africa and the Great Lakes region. There seems iticbeasing inter-linkages
between the migration sub-systems centred around these otaitimégration poles as well
as migration systems that link Africa to Europe, the @ntf North America. This has
coincided with a recemtiversificationof intra-continental migration patterns and a
significant, albeit modest, increase in migratio of Africa. While the absolute numbers of
African migrants to Europe might be increasing, they altan§ as a percentage of overall
immigration level (Katseli et al. 2006). The picture in the is very different. In 2005, only
3% of the foreign born population had been born in Africa. Howehisrrepresents an
increase from 1% in 1995 and a four fold increase in absolute nsimybé&mom 270,000 in
1995 to 1.1 million in 2008,

Finally, across all the regions and over many decades,lithgeebeen laments about the lack
of data and the limited research into migration in Adrimn some ways, this must echo the
problems found in other fields in a continent where resourcesxaremely limited. There
seemed to be more consistent and reliable migration réseatte 1970s. However as
African economies declined, many countries suffered thegessof war and migration

dropped off the policy agenda, the interest in migration declihedhy, the trends in

% Figures according to the Migration Information &muGobal Data Center
(http://www.migrationinformation.org/Global/Data/).
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research seem clearly follow the concerns of policy rattear any academic agenda.
Unfortunately, migration research, which requires consistémtt @ver a sustained period,
has been subject to the vagaries of short term funding fdars#hot topics’. Hence, in East
Africa, we no longer hear about labour migration but most curesearch and literature is
focused on forced migration. Likewise, in West Africa veaihmore about trafficking; and in
North Africa about migration to Europe. While all these aspetmigration are of great
importance, by focusing on these areas under the policy spotligliil to see the
underlying trends in mobility across the continent, which atfee lives of millions more

people.

What is distinctive about much of the current literature ancAh migration is its portrayal
of African migrants as subject to external forces thaedheir movements. This is seen
most clearly in the structuralist literature, which shows WAdrca migration patterns have
been shaped by the interests of capital and states. FapkexaAmin suggests that the
endeavour to understand migration through the analysis of indivsduakivations is futile
since the migrant ‘rationalizes the objective needs ofituateon’ (Amin 1974). Modern
discourses of migration in Africa tend to present it aseith desperate move to escape
poverty; forced migration by those subject to violence or thatlmfeviolence; trafficking

and smuggling; or, migration in response to global forces avidoemental misfortune.

This completely ignores the insights from the contemporaryatidgy literature that highlight
the ambivalent and complex relationships between poverty amdtiaig What is
desperately missing is any understanding of the agency obAfritgrants in the process of
movement, even in the face of enormous constraints. Théttei recognition of ‘the
importance of social practices emerging from below in shapiiggation practices.’
(Andersson 2006: 377). This portrayal of African migrants as sutojéorces completely
beyond their control appears to be a reflection of the commauyérof Africa as a continent
in the grip of powerful external forces, with most of whapens in countries being fairly
directly attributable to external factors’ (Booth 2003: 868Jeathan a conclusion drawn

from empirical evidence.

It is important to stress that by highlighting such themese not trying to suggest that
there is an essentially ‘African’ form of migration, whican be analytically distinguished
from that found in the rest of the world. Too much of thediiere of Africa suggests it is an

‘exception’, thereby cutting it off from the mainstream ofattyeand debate (Bilger and

19



Kraler 2005: 6; Roe 1995). Instead, we would argue that understahdidgnamics of
migration in the context of Africa is necessary in order to tstded the human experience

of mobility.
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